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NEWSFILE
A  10-year review of private- 
sector con tribu tions to the  Univer­
sity  show s a substan tia l g row th in  
dollar am ounts received betw een 
1979 and  1988, according to fig­
u res compiled by the office of the 
Vice P resident for Development 
and  U niversity  Relations.
In  1979, for example, the  un iver­
sity  received a to ta l of $4,327,022 
from  the  private  sector. In  1988 
th a t  figure m ore th a n  doubled, 
reach ing  $10,976,883.
The g rand  to tal over the  10-year 
period — from  alum ni, corpora­
tions, foundations, friends, organi- 
zations/associations and in te rn a ­
tional donors — is $59,793,817.
Contributions from  alum ni 
broke the  $1 m illion m ark  in  1983. 
In  1979, for example, contribu­
tions from  alum ni, including 
a lum ni organizations, was 
$796,135. In  1983 it was 
$1,308,114 and in  1988, 
$1,779,105.
The breakdow n and to ta l con tri­
bu tions from  1979 to 1988 from  
alum ni, corporations, foundations, 
friends, o rganizations/associations 
and  in te rn a tio n a l donors, respec­
tively, is as follows: $11,558,864; 
$13,363,189; $22,628,160; 
$6,256,046; $4,414,758; 
$1,572,800. These figures rep re ­
sen t regu lar yearly  10-year c o n tri­
butions, w ith  the  exception of in ­
te rn a tio n a l donors w ho did not 
contribute in  1982 ,1983 ,1985  and 
1986.
An Office of Research Adminis­
tration h as been created a t How­
ard  to s tren g th en  the  un iversity ’s 
resea rch  th ru s t.
M arion M ann, a  form er dean of 
the  College of Medicine, heads up
the  new  office. He holds the  title  a s­
sociate vice p residen t for research.
According to executive vice p re s ­
ident Carlton P. Alexis, w ho over­
sees the  un it, “The scope of Dr. 
M ann’s responsib ilities w ill cover 
bo th  pre-aw ard  and post-aw ard ac­
tivities related  to resea rch  g ran ts .”
A 1954 H ow ard m edical school 
graduate, M ann served as dean of 
the  College of Medicine from  1970 
to 1979. He th en  re tu rn ed  to the 
classroom  to teach  pathology, for­
m ally re tirin g  from  the  faculty in  
1983 bu t continuing  to m ain ta in  
an  active involvem ent in  the 
college.
A  new program designed to give 
students hands-on  experience w ith  
some of the  task s  th a t  are essentia l 
to the  un iversity ’s operations has 
been established by H ow ard P resi­
dent Jam es E. Cheek.
Through The H ow ard U niversity 
A dm inistrative In te rn sh ip  Pro­
gram , selected studen ts will be in ­
volved in  such areas as budgeting, 
research , operations analysis, p e r­
sonnel adm in istra tion  and public 
rela tions for e ither a sem ester or a 
full academ ic year.
P artic ipan ts  will be chosen an ­
nually  on the  basis of academ ic 
perform ance, service, le tte rs  of rec­
om m endation and personal in te r ­
views. Candidates m u st be full-time 
students and m ust have completed 
a t least 30 sem ester hou rs  a t 
Howard.
V incent Jo h n s , dean for studen t 
life and activities, h as  direct re ­
sponsibility  for the  program .
George E. Bonney, associate di­
rec to r for B iostatistics and  Epide­
miology a t the  un iversity ’s Cancer 
Center, h as  been aw arded a 
$283,722 five-year g ran t by the  Na­
tional In stitu te  of General Medical 
Sciences, N ational In stitu tes  of 
Health.
Specifically, the funds w ill be 
utilized in  the construction  of “up- 
to-date genetic linkage m aps of the 
h u m an  chrom osom es, and to test 
hypotheses concerning the genetic 
m ap, sex and  race differences, and 
disease heterogeneity .”
Florence Demenais, also w ith  the 
Cancer Center, will w ork  w ith  Bon­
ney as an  investigator on the  gene 
m apping project.
In  an  -unrelated m atter, Bonney 
w as recently  p resen ted  w ith  the 
George W. Snedecor A w ard by the 
A m erican Statistical A ssociation 
and the  B iom etric Society. The 
aw ard  w as given in  recognition of 
the  best published work, in  th is  
case a scientific paper, in  b iom etry 
in  1987.
Tour Howard Physicians made 
the  lis t of Black E nterprise  m aga­
zine’s “A m erica’s Leading Black 
Doctors.” In  its  October issue, the 
m agazine cites as the  “best”: La­
Salle D. Leffall J r., cha irm an  of the 
D epartm ent of Surgery, How ard 
U niversity Hospital; Clive 0. Cal­
lender, d irector of the  hosp ita l’s 
T ransp lan t Center; Roselyn P.
Epps, d irector of the  un iversity ’s 
Child Development Center and W. 
Lester H enry Jr., the  J o h n  B. Jo h n ­
son Professor of Medicine a t the 
College of Medicine.
The four w ere am ong 15 physi­
cians in  the country  deemed by the 
m agazine to be the  best. Leffall, 
dressed in  a scrub su it and stand ­
ing in  a H ow ard U niversiity Hospi­
ta l surgical suite, made the  m aga­
zine’s cover.
Two o ther How ard physicians 
w ere listed  under a second heading, 
“More of the  Best”. They are sickle 
cell disease specialist Roland B. 
Scott and m edical geneticist Robert 
F. M urray.
Of the  coun try ’s top Black doc­
tors, the  m agazine observes: “They
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face the  prospect of life and death 
each day, m en and w om en w ho are 
on the  cu tting  edge of th e ir  respec­
tive fields of m edicine . . .  And ca r­
ry ing  out th e ir  healing, they  tem ­
per th e ir  medical skills w ith  both  
innovation  and com passion.”
John L. Procope, m em ber of the  
un iversity ’s Board of Trustees, and 
Roger D. Estep, vice presiden t for 
developm ent and  un iversity  re la ­
tions, participated  in  a recen t Ex­
ecutive Leadership Council session 
a t the  headquarters of the G annett 
publish ing  em pire in  V irginia.
During the  session, G annett ex­
ecutives issued a glowing rep o rt 
card  on the  com pany’s efforts to 
b ring  in  m ore m inorities and 
w om en in  four job categories — of­
ficials and  m anagers, profession­
als, technicians, and sales.
In  the  new s business, w hich  
should  be of in te res t to graduates 
of the  School of Com m unications a t 
Howard, G annett’s rep o rt card 
looks good. Here is why:
■  Of the seven Black pub lishers 
of daily new spapers nationally , five 
are  w ith  Gannett.
■  Two of th ree  wom en editors of 
m ass-circu lation  new spapers in  
the  coun try  — in  Des Moines, Iowa, 
and  in  Rochester, N .Y. — are  w ith  
Gannett.
■  In  the  new sroom , a t USA To­
day, m inorities and w om en hold 21 
percen t and 45 percent, respec­
tively, of the  positions.
James P. Comer, speaking a t the 
n in th  annual Charles H. Thom p­
son Lecture-Colloquium, asserted  
th a t  “low incom e children  can 
lea rn  as well as anyone else” . . .  
given a school clim ate conducive to 
learning.
To back up h is  assertion , he drew  
on the  experience of an  in te rv en ­
tion  pro ject s ta rted  by Yale U niver­
sity’s Child Study Center in  two in ­
ner-city  schools in  New Haven, 
Conn. Comer, a 1960 graduate of 
the  H ow ard U niversity College of 
Medicine, serves as director of the 
cen te r’s School Development Pro­
gram  and holds two o ther posi­
tions a t Yale — as professor of p sy ­
ch ia try  and an  associate dean of
the m edical school.
When he and h is  colleagues be­
gan the  project in  1968, studen ts 
in  the  two schools, alm ost all of 
w hom  w ere Black and poor, ranked  
n ea r the  bottom  in  achievem ent 
and attendance am ong the  city’s 33 
schools. By 1984, w ith  no change 
in  the socioeconomic profile, s tu ­
dents in  the  fou rth  grade of the  two 
schools ranked  th ird- and fo u rth - 
h ighest in  the city in  the  Iow a Test 
of Basic Skills, w hile th e ir  a tte n ­
dance ra tes  w ere am ongst the  
city’s highest.
As for how  th is  came about, 
Comer said, “There w as no magic 
pill. All we did w as im prove the en ­
v ironm ent.”
Among the steps taken  to do 
that: helping m iddle-class teachers 
to see th a t  ch ildren  w ho grew  up  in  
“non-m ainstream  social ne tw orks” 
were n o t “bad,” or “dumb,” but 
sim ply had  no t developed the  so­
cial, language and o ther skills m id­
dle-class ch ildren  autom atically  
acquire a t home; fostering  the  in ­
volvem ent of previously alienated 
and d istrustfu l p a ren ts  in  school 
activities and governance in  order 
to help bridge the  gap betw een 
hom e and school; c reating  a  m en­
tal h ea lth  team  to b ring  child de­
velopm ent knowledge in to  the 
classroom s, w ork  w ith  specific 
ch ildren  experiencing difficulties 
and help w ard  off behavioral p rob­
lems; developing a “no fau lt policy” 
w here in  “instead  of finger po in ting  
(a t the  child, teacher, paren t, 
school) you focus on the  problem .”
The project is now  being im ple­
m ented in  50 schools around  the 
country. Speaking of low incom e 
children, in  general, Comer con­
cluded, “These ch ildren  are all our 
c h ild re n .. .  Our society canno t af­
ford to lose them .”
The annual Charles H. Thom p­
son Lecture-Colloquium trad itio n ­
ally serves as a forum  to address 
p ressing  educational issues. 
Thom pson (1895-1980) served the 
un iversity  in  num erous influential 
capacities, am ong them : cha irm an  
of the  education departm ent, dean 
of the  College of Liberal A rts and 
founder-editor of the  Journa l o f  
Negro Education.
A  stained-glass window designed 
by Professor E m erita  Lois Mailou 
Jo n es  Pierre-Noel and  honoring  
the 366 In fan try  Regim ent w as re ­
cently insta lled  on the  east side of 
the  A ndrew  R ankin  M emorial 
Chapel on cam pus.
The 366 In fan try  Regiment, an  
all-Black m ilita ry  un it, fought in  
World War I and II.
Douglas Phillips of Philadelphia, 
Pa., crafted the  w indow  from  
Pierre-Noel’s orig inal design.
Wall sculptures by How ard a r t ­
is ts  F rank  Sm ith and E.H. Sorrells- 
Adewale w ere insta lled  in  a  federal 
building in  New York City as p a r t  
of the  Social Security A dm in istra­
tio n ’s 50 th  ann iversary  cele­
bration.
Sm ith’s scu lp ture  is an  abstract 
ceram ic frieze suggestive of the  im ­
prov isation  and  propu lsion  of jazz. 
Sorrells-Adewale’s work, a two- 
panel assem blage of acrylic 
b ranches and tw ine baby dolls, 
com m em orates the  p lann ing  and 
savings ethic th a t  in sp ired  the  So­
cial Security system.
The two w orks are  included in  a 
collection en titled  “Art-in-Archi- 
tectu re .”
Two recent grants will enable the 
un iversity  to  launch  new  efforts to 
address the  AIDS epidemic:
■  The Centers for Disease Con­
tro l (CDC) h a s  aw arded the  un iver­
sity  $982,333 to develop a N ational 
AIDS M inority  In form ation  and 
Education P rogram  for H ealth  Care 
Providers and  Support Service 
Personnel.
NEW DIRECTIONS JANUARY 1989 2
New Directions, Vol. 16 [], Iss. 1, Art. 2
http://dh.howard.edu/newdirections/vol16/iss1/2
■  The U.S. Conference of M ayors 
h a s  aw arded it $41,000 to develop 
a model for tra in in g  m inority  teens 
and  young adults to conduct risk  
reduction  w orkshops on AIDS, 
o ther sexually-transm itted  dis­
eases and substance abuse.
P rincipal investigato rs for both  
pro jects are  Wayne Greaves, chief 
of th e  d ivision of infectious dis­
eases a t H ow ard U niversity  Hospi­
tal, and  DeLoris L-Jam es H unter, 
d irector of the  office of leadership  
developm ent p rogram s in  the 
School of Education.
The CDC-funded p rogram  is de­
signed to enable physicians, den­
tis ts, nurses, social w orkers, psy­
chologists and others who care for 
or counsel persons w ith  the  deadly 
HTV virus, w hich  causes AIDS, to 
increase th e ir  knowledge about the 
disease and th e ir  counseling skills.
The U.S. Conference of Mayors- 
funded p rogram  will t ra in  60 peo­
ple in  the  W ashington, D.C., a rea  as 
peer h ea lth  educators. These edu­
cato rs w ill fan  out to recreation  
centers, public schools and  hea lth  
clinics w ith  a large you th  clientele 
to conduct preventive w orkshops 
on sexually-transm itted  diseases.
Dean Harry G. Robinson, III, of
the  School of A rchitecture and 
P lanning  is the  designer of a  ga r­
den m em orializing w rite r  Dorothy 
Parker th a t  w as constructed  and 
dedicated th is  fall outside the 
NAACP’s na tiona l headquarters  in  
Baltimore. She died in  1967.
The garden is the  res ting  place 
for the  w itty  w rite r’s ashes w hich  
had  been kept in  the  file cabinet of 
a Hew York atto rney ’s office for 
years. NAACP executive d irector 
Benjam in Hooks, upon  learn ing  of 
th is  fact, offered to have the  ashes 
b rough t to Baltim ore and  placed in  
an  appropria te  setting.
Parker, w ho was Jew ish , had  
w illed h e r  estate  to Dr. M artin  Lu­
th e r  King, J r., and upon  h is  death, 
to the  NAACP, in  keeping w ith  h e r 
lifelong com m itm ent to civil 
righ ts. The NAACP saw  its  gesture 
as a w ay to pay public appreciation  
to th a t  com m itm ent as well as to 
h o no r the  trad itional bonds of 
friendship  and cooperation be­
tw een Blacks and Jew s.
Robinson’s design for the  m em o­
ria l garden features a low concrete 
colum n surrounded  by th ree  c ir­
cles of b row n b rick  (sym bolizing 
P ark er’s m em bership  in  the  Al­
gonquin Circle of lite ra ry  lo re) set 
beneath  tow ering pine trees. The 
aim  of the  whole project, he says, 
w as to create “an  unpreten tious 
and h o n est garden  th a t  reflects 
w ho D orothy P arker w as.”
Man M. Varma, a School of Engi­
neering  faculty m em ber since 
1966, h as  been nam ed a d istin ­
guished professor, following recen t 
action of the Board of Trustees. He 
had  been recom m ended for the  spe­
cial ra n k  by vote of the  U niversity 
Senate.
Varm a, w ho ha s  pioneered re ­
search  in  the  env ironm ental engi­
neering  industry  on m utagenicity  
(biological m u ta tion ) and  the  by­
products form ed during the  tre a t­
m en t of w ater, h as  published m ore 
th a n  100 technical papers in  n a ­
tional and in te rn a tio n a l scientific 
jou rna ls. He h as  been a Pulbright 
Scholar, a  consu ltan t to the  World 
H ealth  O rganization and a v isiting  
professor of env ironm ental engi­
neering  a t H arvard  University.
Vivian W. Pinn-Wiggins, c h a ir­
m an  of th e  departm en t of p a th o l­
ogy a t How ard U niversity  College 
of Medicine and  H ow ard U niversity 
Hospital, is the  president-elect of 
the  N ational Medical A ssociation 
(NMA). W hen she is insta lled  th is  
sum m er, she w ill be the  second 
w om an in  the  94-year h isto ry  of 
the  NMA to hold th e  top post. The
organization  rep resen ts  the  n a ­
tio n ’s approxim ately  16,000 Black 
physicians.
Isabelle Hammond, w ho became 
a  m edia s ta r  w hen  she re tu rn ed  to 
H ow ard a t age 91 to pick up the 
studies she had  begun in  the  ’20s, 
died of cardiac a rre s t  October 21. 
She w as 92.
Prophetically, in  May 1987 she 
had  told a W ashington Post re ­
porter: “The tru th  is, I m ight no t 
live long enough to graduate, bu t 
I ’m  n o t doing th is  for the  degree. 
I’m  going to school for the  gift of 
learn ing .”
She w as bo rn  on February  14, 
1896 in  the  n a tio n ’s capital. At the 
age of 9 she m ade h e r  public piano 
debut a t  the  19th  S treet B aptist 
Church and m usic w as to be h e r 
love — and the  source of h e r  liveli­
hood — for m ost of h e r  life.
In  1916 she became the  founder/ 
p residen t of h e r  ow n m usic school, 
the  H am m ond In stitu te  of Music 
and Fine A rts, and th ro u g h  th is  
role in troduced scores of W ashing­
ton  ch ild ren  to th e  joys and beau­
ties of m usic. In  1922 she entered 
How ard University, hoping to ea rn  
a bachelor’s degree in  m usic educa­
tion. But she w as forced to drop out 
to provide for h e r  seven children. 
In  addition to teaching  piano, she 
w as a com poser, chu rch  organist, 
p layw righ t and com m unity 
activist.
W hen she re tu rn ed  to H ow ard to 
pick up the  th read  of h e r  long- 
deferred college studies, she chose 
to enroll in  a course on the  psy­
chology of music. Through it, she 
told a reporter, she hoped to con­
tinue  h e r  search  for “the  re la tion ­
ship  of m usic to th e  h u m an  soul.”
The Center for Sickle Cell Dis­
ease recently  received a $300,000 
g ran t from  the  M aternal and Child 
H ealth  Program , H ealth  Resources 
and Services A dm inistration , U.S. 
D epartm ent of H ealth  and H um an 
Services.
The g ran t m oney -will be used for 
the  expansion  of new born screen­
ing services in  the  D istrict of 
Columbia. □
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